WARDHA SCHEME AND COTTAGE INDUSTRIES

with  elementary  agricultural work in the   local
area.1

Mahatma Gandhi gives special emphasis to
education through a craft as he believes that,
apart from its educational value, it is in this kind
of education that the revival of cottage industries
and the resuscitation of villages lie. Why does
Mahatma Gandhi lay so much emphasis on the
revival of cottage industries in an industrial age?
Does he want to "turn the clock back" and lead
the people to a "medieval" age, or is he striving
to attain values which the industrial age has lost?
To answer this question, an examination of the
economic and social conditions of present-day
India is necessary.

When the British came to India, a large por-
tion of the Indian population

industries. It was never the
policy of the East India Company to foster existing
Indian industries. British statesmen in the early
years of the nineteenth century did all they
could to promote British industries at the cost

1 "Basic National Education^ Report of the Zakit Hussain
Committee, p. 16.